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Kristen Hark: Wow I didn’t, Wow I didn’t realize one, the internet said you’re from Ohio, not too far- 
Jon Springer: Yeah, yep. Grew up in Indianapolis.  
KH: That’s very nice. 
JS: But anyway, the way I found these teachings is that I lived in Hawaii as a teen.  
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: My dad had passed away, and I was the youngest of three kids. And my older siblings stayed in 
Indiana and Colorado respectably. And, umm, my mom and I moved to Hawaii, and I started working for 
a lady who had a psychic bookstore— 
KH: Really? 
JS: And umm, so, after working there for a while, she decided that she was going to put on this 
metaphysical festival.  
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: So she has this big, big event that attracted international, umm, speakers and, you know, all these 
different psych practitioners from tarot card readers, and palmistry, and witchcraft- 
KH: (laughing) 
JS: All kinds of things. So this was in the Hawakiki (?). If you’ve probably seen it in shots of Hawakiki- 
KH: Yes! 
JS: It’s that one with the rainbow- 
KH: Yes! 
JS: On the (disruption). Do you have familiarity with-  
KH: Uh, I’ve never been there but I’ve, but I know the area- 
JS: Okay. 
KH: Just from, just from pictures and-  
JS: Okay, alright- 
KH: friends that have lived there. 
JS: Yeah. Interesting place to grow up as a teen. Umm- 
KH: I can imagine. (laughing) 
JS: (laughing) But anyways, so she puts on this metaphysical festival, and she has three keynote 
speakers. And one of them happen to be (disruption)… 
KH: Mmm! 
JS: So, umm, I’m sitting there in the grand ballroom, and I, I honestly don’t remember a thing she said. 
But, I had a very, very profound experience. 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: And, umm, you know it, it touched me deeply. And, I didn’t pursue it after that. My sister did. She 
lived there also at the time. 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: And umm, she went on to a conference (disruption) house. So, right around this venue you’re going 
to encounter a fork. And, umm, you want to go to the left. That takes us (disruption), and if you go 
straight that goes to (disruption). 
KH: Oh, okay! 
JS: The uh, the uh- 
KH: This left? Oh no, this left. 
JS: -Yeah, yeah. The former CEO of Amway -  
KH: Oh really? 
JS: - has a, had a huge ranch. He sold it back in (disruption). There are other people in that category- 
KH: I have a friend who worked for Amway- 
JS: Oh, okay. Okay. 
KH: - for years. 
JS: Uhh huh. So at any rate, my sister went to a conference. And umm, this was ’75. Some years passed. 
And I ended up marrying my Japanese girlfriend (disruption). So- 
KH: (laughing) Yeah! Go right ahead. 
JS: I worked in a, ranch in Colorado. Very high end summer camp ranch in Colorado, summer of ’76. My 
Japanese girlfriend came over from Hawaii afterwards, and her plan was to travel and go to Yellowstone 
Park, and Canada, and down the coast and so forth. So we did that, and umm, we were about to head to 
Canada and we figured, well, before we leave the United States we should probably get married- 
KH: Huh! 
JS: So, we’re, we’re coming out to Yellowstone Park and I, I very specifically remember driving to this 
portion of southern Paradise Valley- 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: -and seeing this area, having no idea that, you know- 
KH: Wow. 
JS: -five years later, that the organization I work for would own a huge ranch here.  
KH: Right. 
JS: I’d ultimately be working here and so forth. And, then, umm, we decided, well, we’ll stop in Bozeman 
and get a wedding ring. So, Bozeman’s where I live now- 
KH: Uhh huh. 
JS: -and umm, they wouldn’t marry us there. They said, “You’re, you’re Hawaii, citizens of Hawaii, and 
uhh- 
KH: (laughing) 
JS: -so you have to go to Helena to get married.” So the (disruption) was so interesting, you know we’re 
right along this path where- 
KH: Right! 
JS: - (laughing) (disruption)… getting married….. 
KH: Uhh uhh! 
JS: So then we go up into Canada, go down the coast. We end up in my mother’s home in Sedona, 
Arizona right before Thanksgiving, and hanging out there for several months. No real solid plans. And, all 
of a sudden my mother says one day shortly after Christmas, “Well I’m going to go out to Pasadena, and 
go to the Summit Lighthouse Conference (?) out there (disruption). 
KH: Mmm! 
JS: -So, she, she pulls out. And, a day or so later, I told my wife, “I think we should go to!” She goes, 
“Ahh, okay fine.” 
KH: Huh. 
JS: So we go out there, and umm, we go in the auditorium where the conference is being held in 
Pasadena- and, I need to interrupt here.   
KH: Sure. 
JS: If you look slightly to the left, at about eleven o’clock- 
KH: Uhh huh. 
JS: - once we get passed these trees, you might want to stop up here. Okay, see that high meadow up 
there?  
KH: Oh, up here! 
JS: Mm, at eleven’ o clock- 
KH: Oh, okay yes! Yes. 
JS: I should’ve told you earlier, I’m sorry- 
KH: That’s okay! 
JS: - There’s a better view. Up there is Charlie’s Cabin, and that’s the upper meadow of Aldrich (?). And 
Charlie’s Cabin- 
KH: Oh! 
JS: - is the best remaining structure from the Aldrich days.  
KH: Really? 
JS: And, I think Rudy Mc- Charley, (disruption) his brother, Rudy, may still be alive in San Diego. So they- 
KH: Oh wow! 
JS: - are the, umm, last remaining residences we know that actually lived in the old town site of Aldrich- 
KH: Right. 
JS: - and right here where these older buildings are, this was part of the dairy farm- 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: So, umm, the, I think a family ran the dairy farm. And the lady would drive the, umm, dairy cart up 
every day. And then she would teach school up in Aldrich. And then, at the end of the school day, she 
would bring the dairy cart back down and load it up. 
KH: Oh my word. That’s fascinating!  
JS: But at any rate, the, the (disruption). I’m just blown away because I just in the last couple of months 
discovered a whole new portion of Aldrich that I didn’t know existed. I mean- 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: -there, there are a number of buildings up there. You know, this is well documented, Yellowstone 
Gateway.  
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: And, what’s, what’s the guy’s name who runs the museum? He’s been up there.  
KH: Uhh 
JS: He’s married to, ahh- 
KH: Umm, Paul- 
JS: - to Carla- 
KH:-Paul Shea?  
JS: Uhh. 
KH: The Yellowstone Gateway Museum? 
JS: Yeah! 
KH: I think Paul Shea is the, is the main guy. Karen is the like registrar-  
JS: Okay. 
KH: - curator. 
JS: Maybe it was Paul’s predecessor then. Anyway, you ought to keep going straight here- 
KH: Okay! 
JS: I just wanted to point out Aldrich.  
KH: Sure! 
JS: And this is Cinnabar Mountain back here at about three o’clock. And it has some very unique, 
geological features. 
KH: Ohh. 
JS: I’m, I’m not a geologist so I can’t tell you detail, but cinnabar is actually a mineral. 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: A type of mineral, that’s what, obviously what’s here. 
KH: Wow, this is beautiful! 
JS: So this uhh, outfitters, umm, he owns uhh, 20 acres that kind of cross the (disruption) here. 
KH: Okay. 
JS: And, umm, he does the hunting outfitting on the ranch. So at any rate, umm, my sister goes- Uhh, 
well actually, we end up in Pasadena, and I’m looking at a brochure for some university which was a 
three month program that the Summit Lighthouse was putting on at that time. And, I’m sitting there, 
everybody was doing their, their spiritual decrees which are (disruption).  
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: And uhh, this prophet walks out. The first word out of her mouth is about some university. So I 
figured, okay, that’s, that’s my key I’m supposed to go. So I, I jumped in. And my wife said “Ahh, fine, 
you go and I’ll go down to Mexico and go surfing.”  
KH: Huh! (laughing) 
JS: (laughing) Yeah! So she decides a day later she’s going to go to some university. So, we’re going to 
the (disruption) and it was not her thing at all. She, she just wasn’t attending class and doing all this 
other stuff. 
KH: Yeah, 
JS: So at any rate, we decided to go our separate ways and got divorced shortly thereafter. And I went to 
second session of Summit (?) University immediately after that. So it was like six months straight for me- 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: - then joined staff so that was umm, the summer of ’77.  
KH: Okay. 
JS: So that’s kind of an abbreviated- 
KH: Yeah. 
JS: - story of how I got in but, you know as I told you about community, soon I got here, I recognized, 
okay, this is a community I belong in. 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: And that was the thing that did it for me. 
KH: Mm hmm. When, if in ’77, you didn’t move here until a few years later. 
JS:  Yeah. The (disruption) headquarters in Pasadena-  
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: Now that’s (disruption). And then very shortly in ’78, we purchased a beautiful property. It was built 
by Gillette, Gillette’s Razors. 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: And it’s, umm (clears throat) now the (clears throat) Santa Monica mountain’s umm, national 
recreation area. Their headquarters in the park is gorgeous! 
KH: Oh wow! I bet! 
JS: Absolutely gorgeous.  
KH: Fabulous. 
JS: 2012 acres and, umm, it’s about 8 miles (disruption) Malibu Beach- 
KH: (laughing) 
JS: - so ideal location.  
KH: Mm hmm.   
JS: And umm, so we had a very, very nice, umm, facility out there. 
KH: Mm hmm- so I keep hoping to see a-  
JS: A bear- 
KH: A, a giant bear! 
JS: (laughing) So let me finish this story and then I’ll tell you- 
KH: No this is great, yeah! 
JS: - a few more bear stories. So at any rate, umm, basically, you know, we’re trying to develop our 
community and umm, 2012 acres compared to many thousands up in Montana is bit, bit differential- 
KH: Yes. 
JS: - but, being in L.A. County, there were so many constraints on development building that we simply 
could not expand to where we needed to be there. 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: Umm, it had nice facilities because Gillette sold it to (disruption) Seminary-  
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: So they had actually built, umm, several beautiful chapels there, and a lot of housing and things like 
that. But still we were busting out of the seams and- 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: - and we knew there were several rental properties that we needed to maintain out there in the area 
just to sustain our core staff- 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: - and the activities and so forth. So, umm, when we realized we just could not develop that property 
to where we needed it to, umm, that’s when we started targeting other properties that, that met the 
criteria that we had here at the ranch. Now this road to the right go back to beautiful valley called 
Nestor’s Place. 
KH: Mm hmm 
JS: And there’s, umm, a cabin back in there from, I think, the 40’s, maybe th e50’s. And it has that same 
kind of wallpaper- 
KH: Yes. 
JS: -newspapers- 
KH: Oh wow,  
JS: -I don’t think I told you that. But I don’t think it’s Cyrillic. I think it’s English in there. But they were 
homesteaders back in that beautiful valley and, umm, you know, so this, this was several generations 
after the Aldrich crew.  
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: And they, they ranched and farm back through there. See their well. 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: Beautiful, beautiful place to live.  
KH: (disruption). 
JS: So, umm, just last night, I drove almost to the very end of this road where we (disruption) hiked back 
to one of my favorite spots- just gorgeous. Internally we call it “Pork Chop Hill” (?). 
KH: Uhh huh. 
JS: And if you go up the high parts of Pork Chop (?) you can understand why you just beat yourself in and 
out of this hill.  
KH: Ah! (laughing) 
JS: And the high part of Pork Chop Hill actually, umm, is the border of Yellowstone Park so, literally when 
you’re up there, you’re within five or ten minutes of a walking time to Yellowstone Park. 
KH: Right. 
JS: And, uhh, it’s, it’s a prime, prime, trophy elk area-  
KH: Oh wow. 
JS: -you know, lot of the guys who go for the (disruption). 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: And umm, prime real estate area too. I’ve been back there (disruption). So, the elk drop their antlers 
in the spring-  
KH: Yes. 
JS: - and uhh, right now the market’s really high. They’re selling little chunks of e-elk antler for dog 
chews(?). So they’re actually paying like 12.50 to 13 a pound for elk antlers. 
KH: I keep thinking that I might find one while I’m out here looking. 
JS: (laughing) Well-  
KH: But, God no- 
JS: We’ve, we’ve covered this area pretty well- 
KH: Oh I would say! 
JS: You know, with the, the elk population this area 3,000, and then bulls, big bulls, are a fragment- 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: - of that percentage. Umm, antlers are hard.  
KH: Oh yeah. 
JS: And, and then we had 160% (disruption). I, I have never seen so few elk tracks back in this area 
before. 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: So at any rate, umm, I do a lot of antler hunting, and it, it’s a blast. You see such gorgeous places- 
KH: Yes! 
JS: - Just phenomenal. I mean your, your (disruption). Umm, so the- I, I mentioned to you we had the 
Dark Sled (?) operation back here- 
KH: Yes! 
JS: - and, umm, one of those guys is a hunting guy back here so he knows our back country. But we also 
had Brad Bulin (?). He’s somebody out of Gardner (?) that you probably want to talk to. Brad is an 
award-winning guy in Yellowstone Park.  
KH: Okay. 
JS: B-U-L-I-N (?) And umm, he wanted to photograph mountain lions back here.  
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: And, and, on the ranch. And he has proprietary technology where he’s taken trail cameras and 
enhanced them- 
KH: Oh wow. 
JS: - to the point where, he didn’t explain this exact (disruption)…They said they’re just blown away at 
the beauty of it. So, you know, something like that, we really take seriously.  
KH: Alright! 
JS: And, you talk to, uhh, people from (disruption)…It’s like the Serengeti of Yellowstone (disruption). 
KH: Ahh! (laughing) Yes! 
JS: So, umm, you know you get some testimonials like this and, you know, it, it’s, it’s not like we say it in 
a prideful way, but it, it amps up our sense of stewardship- 
KH: Yes. 
JS: - of the area. And, and, I think you understand as I explained this why I as VP of Operations see 
stewardship as so important-  
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: -because, what we do here, decisions we make, effect so many people and future generations. And, 
that’s, that’s why we so diligently strive to- So, at this branch, you want to take the right.  
KH: Okay. 
JS: - why we so diligently work with other agencies when, you know, we believe they’re work in the 
highest and best interest. But, we also stand for what we believe is right.  
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: (disruption), destroying the range. I mean, clearly, clearly in our view, (laughing) you know, that’s not 
working in the best overall interest.  
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: And I think if you really drill (disruption), got them to speak off the record, I think they would (clears 
throat) agree with that.  
KH: Yeah. 
JS: But, you know, in their roles, they, they have to uphold federal policy.  
KH: Yeah, exactly. 
JS: Hopefully, that federal policy is changing. We saw some very, what we believe, positive 
improvements just in the last week or ten days where the, umm, state had a ri-, umm, wildlife, fish 
wildlife (disruption) who came out and said, “We are dropping our plan of re-introducing (disruption), 
and umm, we’re not moving forward with that. We’ve got feedback from ranchers, and based on that 
feedback, we’re not moving forward with the plan.” 
KH: Wow! 
JS: And we got all excited! 
KH: Right! 
JS: We asked one of our attorneys who is very deeply involved with the (disruption). She said, I think 
that is great news for the ranches [in] eastern Montana (disruption). I don’t think that affects you all 
(disruption). But, you know, to see how this actually plans out. We’re planning to meet real soon with, 
umm, Pat Flowers (?) who’s the head of Region Three, this particular region of Fish Wildlife and Parks.  
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: He was a key author in our (disruption) agreement. 
KH: Mm hmm. 
 And umm, that’s what’s going on. We look forward to that meeting, and finding out how that affects us 
here. 
KH: That would be fascinating. 
JS: Yeah. These little, we just passed a little creek on the right. There’s another one coming up farther on 
the right. We can stop and if there’s some watercress (?) going, growing in it- 
KH: Oh yeah! 
JS: Have you ever had watercress before? 
KH: I have not!  
JS: I love it. It’s cress family, it’s a pepper family- 
KH: Uh huh! 
JS: - so it’s real spicy- 
KH: Oh, nice! 
JS: When you talk about vitamins, vitamins and minerals, it’s, it’s awesome. So, in about 20 feet- 
KH: Here. 
JS: We’re going to stop. So this, this, I love these creeks. They’ve just come out of springs, right here, the 
hillside. And there used to be a cabin right here at four o’clock. 
KH: Uh huh. 
JS: And, umm, it was probably built in the 40s or so Hunting (?) Cabin. And umm, we had to destroy it 
because we had some (disruption) stay in there. They promised to replace the roof, they didn’t do it. It 
got all molded- 
KH: Oh. 
JS: So we, we basically sold it to some guys who come out and get recycled lumber. And they were 
thrilled. So at it didn’t just, just get burned. 
Charlie Vancampen- Yeah. 
JS: I’m always happy when something can be recycled. And then you see these beautiful homes in 
Montana with recycled lumber- 
KH: Yeah! 
JS: They’re so cool. So there’s quite a market for that. Umm, but at any rate, they, they had buried a 
fifty-five gallon drum back here. That was their spring box. And they had a garden hose running into the 
basement-  
KH: (laughing) 
CV: (laughing) 
JS: And then they had they’re kitchen sink, you know just normal kitchen sink.  
KH: Yeah 
JS: And they had, there’s their outhouse. You can still see that. 
CV: Oh that back there? 
JS: Yeah. They’re guys who go through the Rocky Mountain States, and they will pay you money to be 
able to go and look for souvenirs. And they said their best places are outhouses because people will 
drop rings and jewelry down, and they wouldn’t go after that- 
KH: Ahh, right! (laughing) 
JS: So decades later, these guys would come dig through poop (laughing)- 
KH: (laughing) 
JS: - and find all kinds of gems. But I think the way it works, I think they actually give you, they pay you 
something to come in. And, then they give you a percentage of what they find (disruption). We’ve never 
actually done that. But this is a watercress here. I’m going to see if I can get it without getting too 
muddy.  
KH: Here, I’ve got boots on, let me- 
JS: Do you mind? 
KH: No, not at all.  
JS: You’re going to sink a little bit. Hold on to (disruption). 
KH: (disruption) 
JS: Okay, here hold my hand (disruption) 
KH: (disruption) (background noises from stream). 
JS: So grab some of that greener stuff. It’s going to come out with the roots. Don’t worry about it 
because this whole place is flooded, flooded with watercress (disruption).  It’s really delicious stuff. Try 
not to get too much mud under it but- 
KH: (tastes it) Mm, oh man! 
JS: Yeah! You get the spicy crust flavor- 
KH: And it’s got a nutty- 
JS: Yeah, it’s great on salads! It’s great to fry it. 
KH: Charlie eating cress. 
JS: (laughing). If you’re going to get Charlie’s picture, he needs to hold it and you need to (disruption) 
KH: I know. Well, I have to get a picture of you eating a piece of that. (laughing)This stuff grows like two 
feet high (disruption)) 
KH: Oh my word, that’s awesome. 
JS: I once caught, Mrs. (disruption) loved it, so I’d bring it to her for her to eat and, and she was unhappy 
that I was pulling the roots out. And I didn’t get to explain to her first how, if you had any idea how lush 
and full this is, you would have no concerns- 
KH: Oh my gosh, this is beautiful. Thank you for bringing me up here- 
JS: Sure! This is probably (disruption). But, it was just really cool to see how these pioneers set 
themselves up, you know, fifteen gallon drum, run a garden hose- 
KH: Right!  
JS: - you know, you’ve got the water there in your basement, you bring up (disruption), got some 
bunkbeds in there, and man you’ve got a cool hunting cabin. 
KH: Yes you do. 
JS: And to be, you know, during, I, I mean, I found antlers within hundred feet of us here. All kinds. Big. 
You know, like twelve pounders.  
KH: That’s awesome! 
JS: Can you imagine males (?) carrying, you know, I think the record antlers are like 16-18 pounds per 
antler. 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: So can you imagine carrying around- 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: 32 pounds on your head? 
KH: No. 
JS: And then you lose one and you’re walking around like this- 
KH: (laughing)  
JS: You’re going to try to get rid of that second one real fast. But this is prime elk area. So they have a 
hunting cabin up here. You know you, you probably walk outside the door. You know your elk, right 
there. But elk are extremely weary creatures. They are very, very difficult to hunt. Are you recording this 
to? 
CV: Oh, did you not want me to? 
JS: Oh no, that’s okay! 
CV: Oh, yes, yes sir I am.  
JS: Okay, okay, alright. 
CV: You started talking about lake trout or, the, the, trout up here? So umm, you know, one of the things 
we are looking for is trout too- 
JS: Uhh huh. Alright. 
CV: So, I figured, you know- 
JS: Yeah that’s fine- 
CV: Okay. 
JS: Just asking. 
CV: Alright! Sorry about that. 
JS: That’s alright, no problem. 
KH: I don’t know why my camera isn’t working now. 
JS: Do you want me to hold that so you have two hands? 
KH: No, that’s alright. I’m just nibbling, I’m listening to you. I like it.  
JS: (laughing) So yeah, it’s just cool to see how the quote-on-quote “pioneers” set themselves up here 
and, you know, on Easter Day, that was a nice day. So my family came up after an Easter service is 
Bozeman. And we were walking Aldrich (?) town site because I wanted to show them my new 
discoveries out there and, you know, we’re just speculating. Okay, you, you come up here. You arrive, 
you don’t speak English, you know, you speak some Cyllic- Cyrillic language- 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: And you get thrown on this train. You know, how long does this train take you to get out here? 
Probably, at least two days to get out here- 
KH: Yeah. 
JS: -if not longer. You’re thinking, “Man, this country goes on and on  
KH: On- 
JS: - and on. And there’s nothing here.” You know, late 1800s-   
KH: Yeah. 
JS: -you know, once you pass Illinois, Indiana, I mean, you’re, you’re talking about pioneer frontier days- 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: And, they must have been thinking, “What did I get myself into?” 
KH: Yeah! (laughing) 
JS: (laughing) 
KH: I would have been. 
JS: And then, you know, they bring them down here to Paradise Valley and you know, almost no 
developments.  
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: Just a few rail- railroad homes here and there. And then they probably threw them on horseback and 
bring them up this road that’s considered extremely dangerous. I mean, people have died on the road 
that we were using to get up to Aldrich- 
KH: Right. 
JS: -and, so, what a lifestyle. 
KH: Oh, it’s fascinating to me. 
JS: Yeah. And then, umm, someone was just telling me recently that umm, in the coke (?) ovens where 
they boiled the coke (?), that they had the, uhh, the different nationalities. So the Italians were at the 
bottom of the totem pole.  
KH: Right.  
JS: So they would have to do work in the coke ovens, you know, on the hot summer days. And they were 
just cooking and sweating. And then, umm, what was it? Some other nationality, I don’t remember now. 
They were the ones that ran the, uhh, trolley cars to get the coal to the coke ovens- 
KH: Mm hmm.  
JS: - you know, they had their packing orders. (laughing) 
KH: Well my dad worked in a coke oven so- 
JS: I see- 
KH: -in the (disruption) 
JS: I see. 
KH: (disruption) (background noises) 
JS: (background noises) And we did a fair amount of (disruption). Historically, logging took place in the 
1950s. And then, umm, I think we did a little in the 80s, and then we started a, a real diligent program 
between 2002 and 2010 when we really said we’re getting serious about forest (?) stewardship here. 
You know- 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: - you actually see the objectives that our board set for stewardship in the forest.  
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: You know they really thought it through very carefully. And when Rocky Mountain foundation came 
in, umm it was interesting because one of their former executive directors actually was the hunting 
outfit- outfitter here at Gilligan. (?) 
KH: Oh really? 
JS: And umm, so he knew this- I think he may have actually started with Forbes (?) was here, perhaps. I 
don’t know if he goes back quite that far. But he knew this ranch. He said- you- the, the forester did 
incredible job here. So he said, “Bring out the current executive director, bring out the crew from Rocky 
Mountain Foundation, they have to see this!” 
KH: Right! 
JS: So they were thrilled. And you know, part of it is that the screen (?) beds, you leave those fully intact 
so that they all have that, umm, they love to hide. You know, bulls are hard to see. 
KH: Oh yeah. 
JS: You know you see the cows but bulls are hidden away- 
KH: -bulls are like ghosts- 
JS: Yeah, you know that. 
KH: Yeah. 
JS: So at any rate, umm, you know they have the screens where they have their (disruption), they have 
their protection, and they have their water. Umm, that was, that was definitely a great element for 
them. 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: But umm, you know, as I was telling you in the interview- I’m really dismayed that we get such strong 
winds through here and I, I told the forester, “Hey, places where you log, trees have blown over. They 
have the protection of all the trees. You take that away, if the root system isn’t strong enough, you get a 
strong enough wind- 
KH: I know. 
JS: You got the wind throw. 
KH: I imagine it does whistle down through. 
JS: Yeah. You know it’s quite dismaying. Damned if you do and damned if you don’t- 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: - in a certain way. But one again, you’ve heard about the, the spruce budworm and the, the pine 
beetles and all that stuff. I mean they just decimated this area. 
KH: Really? 
JS: I mean, it was just about three, five to two years ago-  
KH: Uh huh. 
JS: -when the, like the (disruption) area- 
KH: Mm hmm.  
JS: -we didn’t go through there, but right in the continental divide, I mean, it was almost all brown.  
KH: You know, almost like a locust kind of effect? 
JS: Yeah, what they do is they burl in the tree, and then they lay the eggs or something that kills the tree. 
I don’t understand the science that well. And then the tree canopy is significant because if from the tree 
canopy, they spread.  
KH: Right. Right. 
JS: So that’s a main objective of foresters who live in this area is that you get enough distance between 
the trees that if you do get a beetle attack, they’re not able to transition between the trees- 
KH: Right. 
JS: - nearly as easily as they do in an overgrown forest.  
KH: You said the pine beetle and what was the other one? A worm of some sort. 
JS: (laughing) Spruce budworm and umm, pine beetle, and there’s all kinds of other ones. And once 
again, I, I don’t know the science name- 
KH: Oh that’s okay. We have professors with us who are in science. I just thought I would like to be able 
to mention it and not sound like I don’t have any idea of what I’m talking about (laughing) 
JS: (laughing) I mean, it was awful. They just decimated the place and then, a lot of our downfall was 
from them because, you know, we have extremely (disruption) areas in the ranch. And the helicopter 
logged them. I mean, it’s so outrageous, expensive. So you have to give these tradeoffs. You know, is 
that how we want to spend our money? 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: Umm, you know, it’s, it’s really quite a challenge. 
KH: Yeah. To, to make the ethical decisions- 
JS: Exactly. 
KH: But ethical for a lot of people. You know, you’re not just looking for your ranch, but you’re looking 
for- 
JS: Well, and then we do it. And if forester does nothing, so with all these common foresters- And the 
park does nothing, so here, and, one, one, umm, the guy who was actually spraying for the, the beetles 
for us. He, he flew us over some areas where they had done really good stewardship. 
KH: Mm hmm.  
JS: And you, you see the line. And your jaw goes “Wow.” 
KH: (laughing) 
JS: I mean, the differential is huge..  
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: So you can see if you really do practice good forest stewardship. But if your neighbors don’t, that 
leaves you somewhat at risk. 
KH: Right. 
JS: And, you know, federal policy, I mean, God bless those guys. I mean, anything they try to do, they get 
tons of lawsuits. And, you know, I live in an area in Bozeman, you know, it’s right up against a forester 
and it’s called “Highlight Canyon” (?). That place needs to be logged so bad, if a wildfire burns through 
there, it’s a disaster.  
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: I think, what are these environmists thinking? If that place burns, there’s nothing- 
KH: nothing left. 
JS:- nothing left. If you do forester stewardship like the forest service wants to do, you know, you’re 
going to have something like that to happen. 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: So, you know, these are kind the kinds of things that don’t make sense to me because I don’t think 
people are thinking systemically. And, taking in the whole view and, you know, what’s, what’s going to 
happen in the future? 
KH: Yeah. 
JS: I mean the Rocky Mountains, it’s a matter of time before a wildfire burns. It’s not if it’s going to burn, 
it’s when- 
KH: when- 
JS: it’s going to burn.  
KH: Right. That’s a great point. 
JS: So we’ll go back to some bear stories here. 
KH: Oh yeah, bear stories are the best.  
JS: So, Pork Chop Hill- 
KH: (buckles seatbelt) There we go.  
JS: -Prime grizzly area. I’m guessing it was around 97 or so.  
KH: Am I heading straight still? 
JS: Yeah, keep going. There’s a pond up on Pork Chop, and uhh, one day it was kind of late in the season- 
it was early May or so. I walked up there, I see an antler by the pond. I keep looking, there’s a second 
one. There’s a third one. I, I can see from one view around this pond 12 antlers lying in the ground.  
KH: Oh!  
JS: That’s unheard of. You never see that. 
KH: That is unbelievable! 
JS: I’m thinking to myself, “Boy, this is a boy’s club!”, you know! 
KH: (laughing) 
JS: There’s all these adolescent bulls, you know they’re little antlers- 
KH: Uh huh! 
JS: -hanging out by this pond. You know, you see all these places where they’re digging up, making a 
mess of the place, just having a good ol’ time. 
KH: (laughing) 
JS: And, you’re just trying to visualize what it was like with them there all hanging out. So, at any rate, a 
few years later, I want to go up to that very same spot. Wind’s blowing real hard, my face, I crest over 
the hill. And, here’s two big humps right there. So, I look real carefully and after a while, I realized there 
are gigantic grizzlies, two gigantic grizzlies. 
KH: (gasp) Oh! 
JS: They’ve got their noses down. They’re digging like crazy, going for grubs. The ants (?) are digging for 
whatever they can find. So they have no idea they’re there. The wind’s blowing in my face so they can’t 
smell me. I think, “What?”, you know. This is a drag. Because they are exactly where I want to be. How 
am I going to deal with this? 
KH: Right. 
JS: Stood back for a while and I figured, “Okay. If I circle around the hill, out of site, they’re not looking 
anyway. They’re not likely to see me.  
KH: Uhh uh. 
JS: They’ll get upwind, they’ll catch my scent. They’ll look around, they won’t see me. Won’t feel too 
threatened. But they’ll catch a human scent, they should wander off. So, I do that. Once I get upwind of 
them, it’s, it’s a pretty steep hill. You know, your visibility with the crest of the hill is about 15 yards. So I 
mean, I have my hand on the bear spray. I’m looking over my shoulder constantly to see if my theory 
was right. I want them to go right after that human scent.  
KH: Right! (laughing) 
JS: They, they never did. So I kind of circled around, takes about half an hour or so, so I figured that’s 
plenty of time for them to amble on. And sure enough, they did. So I went there. And man, the 
devastation they did in terms of digging, and so forth, was amazing. I mean, and they’re, they’re traps. 
So, I’ve got big (disruption) boots on, you know. When you correlate them to a normal shoe size, they’re 
probably like a 13 or so.  
KH: Right. 
JS: And, these grizzly tracks were as wide as they were long. So imagine like a 13 foot shoe almost 
square. I mean,  
KH: I mean, you’re talking-  
JS: Yeah, exactly! 
KH: Oh my gosh. 
JS: I could not believe it. These things were monstrous. And the holes that they would dig, looking for 
whatever, the grubs or whatever- 
KH: Right. 
JS: -I mean, it was just amazing. So at any rate, umm, I didn’t see them again for the rest of the 
(disruption). 
KH: (laughing) 
JS: So after I get the gate here, I’ll tell you another- 
KH: Sure. 
JS: -and the gate opens this stretch (disruption) 
KH: Oh okay. Sorry, these automatic doors are a little bit- 
JS: Not a problem. You’re in the area we call the heart of the Annery (?) tree. 
KH: You could just touch it. It should take off there- 
JS: One of the names that we use among our membership for this whole prop- excuse me, this whole 
property is the Annery Tree.  
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: So, this is entering the area where we call the heart, where we have our big conferences here with 
thousands of people. Both sides of the roads here are lined with tents. 
KH: Uh uhh. 
JS: And we have childcare programs, and all different ages of youth and so forth. And umm, you can see 
some of the basketball goals still up here.  
KH: Oh! (laughing)  
JS: So this is something I, I want to get in here and begin this summer just kind of cleaning out this old 
stuff that’s not used- 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: - and not good repair any longer. But this is a prime antler area. So, elk area. So, on this hill we just 
passed, you know back- 
KH: Right. 
JS: -five o’clock here, I found my two biggest antlers there about March 20th or so this year.  
KH: Oh wow! 
JS: Just massive antlers. Since then, I’ve only found like one other new one. 
KH: Mm hmm. Oh, this view is beautiful.  
JS: But, at any rate, you’ll see, there’s our tent frame- 
KH: Ah, yeah! 
JS: -at about 11:30. So that’s where we have our main tent. And you see the fence and the brown things 
over here. So this is our fallout (?) shelter. 
KH: Oh, okay! Okay. 
JS: You can kind of get a sense of how massive it is from one end to the other. 
KH: Oh my word. Yeah. 
JS: Yeah, so there’s six different shelters here and a huge warehouse in the center. Underground 
warehouse. 
KH: Uh huh. 
CV: Is the fallout shelters like a well-known thing in this area? Or, do you try to keep it under wraps or--? 
JS: It’s, it’s well known. I mean, news got out. Umm, you can imagine we were kind of keeping it under 
wraps when we were building it. Once the news is out, that was, that was the news! (laughing) 
KH: Yeah! 
JS: C-U-T! (disruption) 
CV: So how much maintenance does it take to maintain the fallout shelter and keep it ready in case you 
need it? 
JS: We have, umm, an individual who works probably half-time maintaining it. This very weekend they’re 
doing a drill, so umm, we send our various crews up there to do the drills and so forth.  
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: And Kristen, umm, I don’t know how far you want to go. You’re welcome to drive. You know, we’ve 
got about- the road gets rough up here. You can keep going if you want. I mean, you seem like- 
KH: Yeah, we can keep going for a little bit! 
JS: -you’re enjoying the scenery so I- 
KH: I am! It’s absolutely gorgeous, so. 
JS: Yeah. 
KH: It’s really cool. And I just love how it opens up!  
JS: Yeah, yeah. So you can see that whole hillside, we’ve got a lot of forestry work there. 
KH: Mm! 
JS: And, even with that, you can see all the wind throw (?) that’s down on the ground already. 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: And this umm, stable up here at about 11:30 or so- 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: - that was here when we bought the ranch. So umm, this meadow at three o’clock, the whole 
meadow where we have the frame and so forth. That’s where it’s called “Taylor (?) Meadow”. And we 
don’t know the exact genesis of that name. But we think, probably in the 1950s, kind of about the same 
era as the Esther’s Place that somebody was up here ranching. And you can actually see several 
irrigation ditches running through here. 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: So, umm, and we’re working with Trout (?) Unlimited on our water rights. We have one hundred and 
fifty-two water rights for the ranch. 
KH: Oh wow. 
JS: So just managing that alone is huge.  
KH: (laughing) Yeah. 
JS: And uhh, Trout Unlimited and Yellowstone Park Forest Service, they’re really thrilled that we are 
working with, with TU, because obviously, as their name implies, their mission is to see that water 
remains in creeks and creeks don’t get dewatered so that the trout can use them productively and stuff 
like that. So if you get uncomfortable on the road because of the ditches and stuff- 
KH: I’ll probably keep driving a little, although I don’t want to get us stuck out here. 
CV: Yeah. 
KH: That would be terrible. 
JS: Yeah, you won’t get stuck out. I come out here in my minivan. (disruption), you know, just last night.  
KH: I’m just trying to stay out of that ditch because I do know that it will-  
JS: Yeah. 
KH: - scrape that. 
JS: I did bottom out one or two places here. Take it easy. 
KH: (disruption) 
JS: And you know, when it really greens up. That’s when it’s just spectacular out here. When we have 
more elk, you know, they don’t have- you know, we don’t have much brown, brown grass because they 
eat it down. So this is indicative of the elk populations as well. 
KH: Mm hmm. What I think is one of the most fascinating things for me on this trip is hearing the 
intertwining of all of the, I mean just the species, the wildlife, the grasses, the tr- the creeks, the trout. I 
mean it’s just a circle that though you know it all works together, it’s just so interesting to hear everyone 
talk about how they can physically see the differences on their properties- 
JS: Right- 
KH: -now, versus, you know, a few years ago. 
JS: It’s really helpful to me to hear you express that because I just, just had the thought- and I’ve never 
actually thought of this before- in that, when you think of the complexity of all these different 
components coming together- 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: -to think that anyone or few people have all the knowledge, the information, the insights- 
KH: (laughing) 
JS: -to make the proper decisions. I think that’s part of the challenge.  
KH: Yes. 
JS: You know, how do you bring together the people who have that knowledge and the right perspective 
towards it to actually effective manage an entire ecosystem- 
KH: Right.  
JS:-as complex as this one. 
KH: On yeah. 
JS: And then you add the weather component, the snow pack (?), umm, the water flow, stream flow, I 
mean, this goes on and on. And, I’m sure I haven’t even thought of any of the major components- 
KH: (laughing) 
JS: - that are impacted. 
KH: Right. Wow, this is so exciting. 
CV: This is so awesome, 
KH: Oh the big one? Let me scoot up a little bit.  
CV: So do you have any plans to use this area again for, or--? 
JS: Not immediate plans. You know, some of the old timers within the organization have such incredibly 
fond memories of having the conferences in the heart when (disruption) was active, and, you know it’s 
just kind of handed to you. And we all laughed about it-They had no idea the manpower that it takes, 
takes to literally create a town. 
KH: (laughing) Right. 
JS: And you know, when you think about feeding all those people, and you know, not all of them are 
lodged up here. You know, we have several campgrounds and, you know, just getting through the state 
process of the, the water systems for the camp grounds and all those different elements. It’s just 
(laughing) huge! And then you have Ted Cruz coming in from Florida to set up our- 
KH: (laughing) 
JS: You know, we had like the 16 main tents, and then all these other auxiliary tents for the, the youth 
program and so forth. And umm, you know, did that affect the ecosystem? You know, ’m sure it had 
some impact- 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: -but, you know, I, I would also argue that it’s a micro-impact. – So here you actually crossing the 
stream, and I did just bottom out slightly on this last night. If you go real slow, I think it’ll be minor. If 
you’re comfortable doing that. 
KH: Yeah, no it’s fine. 
JS: And we’ll, we are going to have to turn around about a ¼, or (disruption) of a mile- 
KH: (disruption), bottom out too bad. 
CV: I don’t think we took a- 
KH: I can turn around here or? 
JS: Let’s see. Either one. Actually this winds up in mountains. If you want to go higher up and get a view 
looking down- 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: -this is the one to take. 
KH: Mm hmm. Let’s actually take- 
JS: And then this, this one actually takes you back to the border of the, the wilderness area. Umm, but 
we, whenever we did those conferences, we always did work with the state. Like, they asked that we 
have a catch-and-release policy. They were concerned that- 
KH: Oh. 
JS: -there’d be a thousand people out here fishing- 
KH: (laughing) Right! You’re like “I’m not exactly”- 
JS: -there’s a tiny, tiny fragment of that. You know, even still, we had no problem complying with that. 
So, you know it’s an interesting balance. How do you protect and defend your private property rights- 
KH: Mm hmm0 
JS: How do you work with agencies on a reasonable basis as well? 
KH: Right. 
JS: A lot of people may argue this, but I think we’ve always tried to walk that fine line. I can say in my 
role now currently, I mean we always do a great job.  
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: And, you know, we have personal relationships with these key folks. There’s, there’s no way we’re 
going to sacrifice that because we’re going to be (disruption). 
KH: (car noises in background) Oh, that doesn’t sound good. I hope we’re alright. 
JS: (laughing) 
KH: (laughing) Should’ve brought the suburban today. 
JS: Yeah! (laughing)  
KH: And instead, we picked the mini-van. 
CV: They’re just, they’re just (disruption) 
JS: Yeah, you guys are having all the fun! 
KH: Yeah we are! Thank you so much for letting us come up here- 
JS: Oh, no! I love coming up here. 
KH: I can see why. (laughing) 
JS: You know, and I, I grapple with, okay. When we first did our forestry work, and people would come 
back here. And even Rocky Mountain Elk (?) Foundation. They would say, it looks like a park up there. 
KH: (laughing) 
JS: And now it doesn’t because of all of the, the windthrow, and the deadfall on the ground. And yet, 
you know, is this appropriate? Is it right? You know, do we need the wildfire (?)? And this is not bad. 
There are places that literally- well, going back historically- I can remember in the mid-90s being out 
around Forbes (?) County. And, literally, the logs would be stacked 6-8ft (?) high in the air- 
CV: That might be a- 
KH: - That might be a, difficulty there. 
JS: I think this is a good place to stop- 
KH: We should turn around, a little bit- You know what, I might just have to back up a little bit and then 
umm, turn- 
JS: I’m also happy to get out and look for a place to turn around-  
KH: Well, I think I can (background noises) 
JS: Yeah, these logging roads are not known for being nice- 
KH: They’re not minivan accessible (laughing) 
JS: Yes! (laughing) 
KH: This spot doesn’t look too bad once you get down here. (background noises). It’s like one big rock, 
but I think I can… 
JS: See, you can see beetle kill (?) trees, right here at twelve o’clock right now.  
CV: Ahh, oh right there? 
JS: Yeah, uhh huh- (background noises) 
KH: Sorry guys, that’s going to be a little rough- 
JS: Yeah I know. You’re doing great! 
CV: Use your backup camera- 
KH: Yeah, right! (laughing) Thanks. (background noises) 
CV: This is like, (background noises) 
KH: (laughing) Oh man, now this!  
JS: Yeah, the higher up you go, the more beautiful it is.  
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: Over the last few months, I’ve been up here on the, the ridge between this basin (?) and Santa 
Barbara basin (?), and it is phenomenal. You know, panoramic view. (disruption) 
KH: Charlie- 
JS: (background noises) (disruption) 
KH: Yeah, take the camera and run down there. Take a picture of the van up here so we can point this 
bird (?) out to them later. 
JS: (laughing) 
KH: No one will believe us.  
JS: (laughing) They won’t.  
KH: No. 
JS: (laughing) I guess when you’re going back to the University of Virginia, I can certainly understand. 
KH: Yeah, and it’s just, it’s fabulous. 
JS: I think it’s so cool that you’re doing this program. 
KH: Yeah, and the, and the student’s love it. I mean like, for Charlie especially, like, he’s a great- they’re 
a great group to talk to because they came here on the class, and jumped at the chance to come again 
to be what we call “LN’s”, or logistics managers on the trip. 
JS: Right, right. 
KH: And umm, it’s just, it make such a difference, umm, you know a lot of the kids that go to Longwood, 
they’re, most of them are from Virginia. A lot of them have never flown. 
JS: Wow. Wow. 
KH: We had students on this trip, this was their first time flying. And so, they’re just in complete awe, 
you know of the landscape- 
JS: Uh huh. Uh uh. 
KH: -the wildness of it. Though it’s a very rural area where we live- 
JS: Right. 
KH: - it’s nothing- 
CV: There’s no grizzlies- 
KH: (laughing) There’s no grizzlies. 
JS: (disruption) 
KH: Yeah, and it’s, it’s just you know, something that most people never get the chance to- 
JS: Exactly. 
KH: -experience. And we spend a lot of time like we did silent, silent reflection at Jenny (?) Lake for like 
an hour.  So we’ve got sixty students being- 
CV- (disruption) 
KH: Yeah, and everyone spreads out, finds their own spot and just, they all take, keep journals and you 
know, just really- 
JS: This is going to impact you all for a lifetime, I think. 
KH: (disruption) 
CV: (background noise) I should have taken take a picture of that!  
JS: (laughing) 
KH: Do you need to jump out and take a picture of that real quick? 
CV: Oh no, no I’m good.  
KH: Okay.  
JS: That’s Electric Peak up there! 
KH: Oh, is it?  
JS: Yeah. 
KH: And that’s the one you were saying, it borders? 
JS: It’s, it’s inside Yellowstone Park, and the easiest way to get up there is from Church (?) property. 
CV: The snowcap (?) one is electric heat or…? 
JS: Okay, that’s the one we call the- we call that “Sportsman Peak (?)” back there. There are people who 
argue that is not actually Sportsman Peak- that’s the one back at 3:30. But the one at 1:30, that, that’s 
Electric Peak. And, that’s a poor view of Electric Peak. But there’s debates over how it got the name.  
KH: Mm hmm.  
JS: There are certain minerals in there that actually attract electricity- 
KH: Oh! 
JS: So when you have a lightning storm, that the lightning is worse up there than other places it would 
normally be without that electric. But umm, there, there, historically pretty extreme electric storm. 
KH: Oh I can- yeah! 
JS: There have been at least a couple of times when I’ve been climbing it- you can see a storm mulling in; 
I know it’s nasty. You’ve got to make it out there in a hurry- 
KH: Right. That’s not one that you, you brave out- 
JS: Yeah, and in certain places when you’re on the peak, it’s straight down for hundreds of feet so, it’s 
not a place you want to be in really bad weather. 
KH: Mm hmm. 
CV: I’ll get a picture of you (disruption) the stream in a mini-van for- 
KH: Yeah! (laughing) 
JS: (disruption) for Dr. Fink’s sake- 
KH: I think that might be a good one. You want to go ahead and- 
CV: Yeah, I’ll hop out and- 
KH: Here, I’ll scoot up a little bit so that you can- Dr. Fink will appreciate that. 
CV: Yeah! (laughing) Just (disruption) Jeff Bridges (?) yesterday- 
KH: I know! (laughing) (background noises) We’ll tweet this one. 
JS: What happened yesterday?  
KH: Uhh, we had, uhh, a bunch of people interviewing and, we were at Pine Creek Lodge and, they were 
talking about Jeff Bridges living in the area, and that kind of stuff. And, his daughter had just been to the 
restaurant. And- 
JS: Oh okay. 
KH: It was just really cool because we were, umm (laughing)- 
JS: Did you get to meet with Alan Redfield (?)? 
KH: No, we did not! 
JS: He’s a really good one.  
KH: Really? Alan Redfield- write him down on here.  
JS: Alan Redfield is a state, umm, representative- 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: -and longtime rancher. He, he basically just ran in the last elections because he was co-concerned 
with the direction that the state’s going on matters that are so important to ranchers.  
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: So he, he had our full support. - Can you stop? There’s a (disruption) (car door noises) 
KH: Yeah, it’ll just take off on you there.  
JS: One way or another. 
KH: What is up with these doors? How do I keep the door open? 
CV: I don’t know, but they keep, like- they’re just so- 
JS: Boy this is all that- it’s unemptied. It’s unopened. But, there’s hardly any left.  
KH: Oh wow. 
JS: That’s really bizarre.  
KH: Yeah, here we had a, uhh- 
JS: Oh that’s okay. 
KH: I was going to say, we had a trash bag in here somewhere.  
JS: Yeah, thanks for stopping. So at any rate, Alan Redfield, umm, went into the legislature so he could 
help get on committees and so forth and really defend what Montana is all about.  
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: You know, the, the ranching orientation, and, you know, keep it from moving down a path where it’s, 
it’s subdivisions and developers and, you know, that, that interest. 
KH: Right.  
JS: And you know that, that’s another balance. You know, how, how do you accommodate for more 
people moving into Montana? And, I’m sure you’ve probably heard that Montana’s water rights are 
allocated at, at least 180%, if not 200% of what they actually are- 
KH: I did not know that. 
JS: So, that’s, that’s probably something that you’d want to dig into- 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: -at a future visit. And umm, Pat Byorth out of umm, umm, Trout Unlimited (disruption). He’s the new 
Executive Director there. He is, umm, he’s a wildlife biologists in fisheries. He did a study on (disruption) 
Creek.  
KH: Oh! 
JS: Great guy to work with. 
KH: Yeah. 
JS: I mean, he’s in the Bozeman Chronical all the time. He’s one of the areas far most experts on water 
rights- 
KH: Mm hmm.  
JS: And I think he would very much appreciate speaking with you- 
KH: Mm hmm. 
CV: You said, “Pat Byorth?” 
JS: B-Y-R-O-U-T-H, I think. You know if- 
KH: Just put Trout Unlimited, we can find him- 
JS: Yeah, Trout Unlimited base (?) Umm, Laura Ziemer was a former executive director. She’s now at a 
(disruption) Trial Unlimited.  
KH: Mm hmm.  
JS: She’s a great, umm- they’re both attorneys. But she’s got more of the legal focus and less of the, the, 
on the front lines- 
KH: Right. 
JS: -biological focus. So, So Pa-Pat- Sorry (laughing). Pat is probably the best candidate for that.  
KH: - I have to stop up there and take a picture. I just saw that view of those trees of the whole valley.  
CV: We were told that if you want to start a bar fight in this area, that you should mention water rights. 
JS: (laughing) 
KH: (laughing) That’s very true. 
JS: Well, you’ve got the right candidates in there and, the right context, and yeah. You can do it for sure! 
See, one of the things Trout Unlimited is doing is taking, umm, ditches where there could be up to 50% 
lost- just the water conveyed through the ditch- 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: -and putting that on a water line (?) 
KH: Ahh! 
JS: So they’re (disruption) 
KH: Right! 
JS: And then, rather than um, flood irrigating, getting in much more effective pivots and things like that- 
CV: Okay.  
JS: So, you know, even without sacrificing away somebody’s water right, there are very effective means 
that you can leave more water in the stream.  
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: And umm, working with TU, we’ve, we’ve really diligently researched this. And, our water rights 
attorneys have assured us that if you do- basically the longest water lease you can do in Montana is 10 
years- 
KH: Uh huh. 
JS: -but, one, one creek and umm, (disruption) creek, we did a five to ten year lease (disruption) back to 
back- they automatically renew.  
KH: Oh wow. 
JS: You know, there’s, there’s some reason on either side decides to terminate the lease, they 
automatically renew for a total of fifteen (?) years.  
KH: Okay. 
JS: And umm, they paid us thirty something thousand dollars to do it- 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: But, some of the huge benefits were, is that trout, TU, umm, accepted all the costs for doing, for 
regis- ahh, re-registering the water right, doing all the diligence related to it, and things like that. So, that 
would have costs us well over $10,000.  
KH: (gasp) Right. 
JS: You know, they have the staff, legal team where they can do it much less expensively and then they 
go out to their donors and say, “Hey, we’ve got (disruption) creek. This’ why it’s significant to trout.” You 
know they, they lay out that whole, whole story. And they tell that story.  
KH: Right. 
JS: They do a great job. 
KH: Right. 
JS: They get their donors and boom, everything is in place. Obviously, it takes a bit more time than how 
I’ve expressed it (laughing). 
KH: (laughing) Right. 
JS: Sometimes, it takes them time to raise their money but, they, they’ve got a great operation. And our 
attorneys have assured us that, when you do that type of lease, and the water right reverts back to the 
water right owner at the end of the lease, that there’s no chance in that process of you abandoning, or 
losing, your water right lease.  
KH: Okay. 
JS: So that is a huge plus for TU.  
KH: Mm hmm.  
JS: And, I’ve heard this through a third party and, I sense that it’s correct. But, I, I wouldn’t want to be 
quoted on this as a fact-  
KH: Sure. 
JS: And that is that, when TU first started working here in Montana, they actually didn’t work fully 
corrup- fully collaboratively- 
KH: Uh huh. 
JS: -with the ranchers. In other words, they would go to DNRC who regulates water rights and say, “You 
know what? This water rights’ abandoned. Just go ahead and take this one (disruption) rancher.”  
KH: Uh huh.  
JS: And man, did they get a bad name. 
KH: I bet. 
JS: Word gets around this community so fast. 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: So they had to change their stance real fast, and become a staunch advocate for personal water 
rights. And, from everything we’ve seen, they do that very- 
KH: (background noise) Yeah, I can imagine. 
JS: They do that very, very well. 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: And, umm, that’s, that’s why we’re willing to work with them. 
KH: Well that’s- negotiating relationships is something that, I mean- it’s priceless. 
JS: It is. It is.  
KH: You don’t do that right- 
JS: You know, out here especially in the west, you know, so much hinges on a handshake- 
KH: Mm hmm.  
JS: Umm, you know. But, there’s a certain inherent trust. If you violate that trust- 
KH: Then it is- 
JS: I’m, I’m actually they managed to get it back. 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: And, you know, I got a lot of speculation here with the story and so forth but, to be able to recover 
that level of trust and to be able to operate effectively, you know- 
KH: Right. 
JS: They did something right.  
KH: Yeah they did. 
JS: And you know, maybe the story’s not even true, I don’t know. But, you know, if it’s not true, it 
conveys a message- 
KH: It does! But it’s still a good message. 
JS: -that’s how you operate here- 
KH: Right. 
JS: -You know, here’s the wrong and here’s the right.  
KH: Well, that’s why the story is so important. I mean, even just the stories of, of the people in the area 
to the stories of the corporations in the area- but it conveys the attitudes of the, the ideals of the, of the 
people, of the land that they live on, of the issues that they deal with, that kind of thing. So the stories, 
you know, they do convey more than, I think sometimes people want to give credit for.  
JS: Yeah. I mean, it’d be really cool if your group becomes the Bill-endorsed- Withorn- 
KH: (laughing) 
JS: -of this area for the current time.  
KH: Mm hmm, yeah. 
JS: I mean, to think, I man I’m thinking about what you’re saying about the stories, the legacy and, 
literally, you know that’s how this book was written- 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: -about Aldrich, was the stories.  
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: And umm, Withorn was capturing that. So you know, now you have the technology of being able to 
record it, transcribe it word for word- 
KH: Yes. 
JS: And yes, you know, this is, this is how the firsthand knowledge is going to be saved. 
KH: Well, you can’t just lose that. It’s such a rich resource- 
JS: Mm hmm, mm hmm.  
KH: Umm, to miss the opportunity, you know, it would be tragic- truly.  
JS: Right. Right. – So, I think we got interrupted when I was telling the story, but this ridge over here- 
KH: Mm hmm 
JS: At uhh, nine o’clock- 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: So umm, a couple of times here in the last few months, I climbed to the top of the ridge and in 
different locations. It’s just so phenomenal to get the view up there-  
KH: Oh wow.  
JS: It, it looks like a long ways away, but you can get up there. I didn’t actually time it, you know. If you 
hustle, and you’re in fairly good shape, you can be up there in an hour, hour and fifteen minutes- 
KH: Oh wow. 
JS: And just gorgeous. So I think you’ll all have to come back sometime and do some ice (?) around here. 
KH: Absolutely! Hopefully- 
CV: Hopefully, yeah! We’ll have to tell them- Uhh, Dr. Fink and everyone about this. 
KH: Mm hmm.  
JS: You know, we’re happy to accommodate you all. Come out, you know- 
KH: Oh yeah! 
JS: Maybe plan for the next year, and we can set you up with some- like Sportsman’s Lake back here in 
Yellowstone Park, umm, all you have to do is throw a fl- fly in it, and you’ve got a trout in your line-  
KH: (laughing) No way. 
JS: I mean, every cast. You’re, you’re virtually guaranteed to get one.  
KH: Right. 
JS: Just incredible opportunities- 
KH: Oh wow.  
CV: If you just have like, a face to go with it- 
JS: Yeah! (disruption). I mean, just look at how much richness is in that Aldrich book when you actually 
look at the faces,  
KH: Mm. 
JS: you know and- 
KH: Yeah! 
JS: -people standing there at the cabin and so forth. 
KH: Yeah the images are, are very powerful.  
JS: Yeah. Absolutely. So what, what’s, what’s the deepest meaning to you all from- So, Charlie you’re 
doing this all for the second year now, I understand? 
CV: Yes sir! 
JS: Okay, and Kristen? 
KH: First year. 
JS: Okay. 
KH: Umm, I’m a faculty member at Longwood, and I’ve only been there for a little over a year and a half.  
JS: Uhh huh. 
KH: So, umm, though I’ve heard a lot about this trip because, as you can imagine, having done it in nine 
years, we have quite a few students who have gone on the trip talk about it. Umm, and so many faculty.  
JS: Uh huh. 
KH: So, I’ve heard and I’m excited to have had the opportunity to be here and- 
JS: I bet. So it’s always been this location? 
KH: Umm, it’s always- 
CV: I think one, one year they might have gone to like, West Yellowstone or something, but I- 
JS: Okay-but, Yellowstone Ecosystem? 
KH: Yes. 
CV: Yes.  
CV: It’s always been- 
KH: Always. Greater Yellow- Yep. Greater ecosystem because- 
JS: Alright. 
KH: - we’ll start in Jackson, usually. Umm, travel to Gardner, drive through the Lamar Valley to Cook City 
sometimes- 
CV: Well, most people start in Jackson. But if winter storms ever hits, then they start in Idaho Falls so 
(laughing) 
KH: I drove to Idaho Falls to pick up students this year because of the storm- 
JS: Wow. 
KH: - umm, which was a beautiful drive and did whine about a bit. 
JS: Oh yeah, absolutely! 
KH: Umm, so- 
JS: Okay, so I, I interrupted you. So what, what’s like the deepest significance and you know, what- 
what’s- 
CV: I, I- 
JS: -take away from this if you had to summarize it? 
CV: I think just being out here is what’s great about this because, I mean, in, you know, back east- 
KH: (disruption), and activities, and when, when people are, umm, how do I say it- 
CV: I think it’s- 
KH: -in the spots that they love, they’re engaged in that. Not just in a conversation which, though, I like 
talking around the table. Umm, often, you find so much- 
JS: Right. 
KH: -more interesting information- 
JS: Right. 
KH: -doing something with someone, or- Do you have actual like, property lines. Like you could say, 
“Well we go up to this ridge, you know, back this way.” Is it one of those things where you can actually 
see it, or is it just too vast really to really-  
JS: Well, it’s a little hard to describe, yeah. I, I can show you a map or send you a map or something.  
KH: Sure! I just wondered- 
JS: You know how the sections go, and they all fit together- 
KH: Yeah! 
JS: -as meticulous sections-  
KH: Right. Mm hmm. 
JS: -There’s an end holder here about sixty acres or so- 
KH: Aww, nice! 
JS: -adjacent to this property here. Forest service (disruption). So yeah, it’s not, not- I wish it was that 
easy! (laughing) 
KH: (laughing) Right! Well, you know it’s like honestly much bigger property! Say back home we have 
fifty acres.  
JS:  Mm hmm. 
KH: We’ll say, “Oh see that tree line?” 
JS: Right. 
KH: “We go about to there-” 
JS: Right. 
KH: “-and we go over”- and you know. So, it’s just interesting to see. 
JS: And wouldn’t it nice if it went by riches- 
KH: Oh! 
JS: -or, you know, some kind of physical feature- 
KH: (laughing) 
JS: -rather than you know, just the squares on the map- 
KH: Right. Exactly. 
JS: Uh huh. Right. Well, that’s really cool what you’re saying, Kristen, and it part goes back to what 
Charlie was saying that this woman’s like, like pulling nails. And then all of a sudden, you get her outside 
and she’s in her element. She lights up. And then the stories just flow.  
KH: mm hmm. Well she had been umm, in 2012, a fire actually destroyed most of her prop- most of her 
trees- 
JS: Oh yeah. Pine Creek, yeah. 
KH: -in Pine Creek, yeah.  
JS: Yeah. 
KH: And then they had doused her home with retardants, so her home made it through. 
JS: Mm hmm. 
KH: But she was in the house when it was- 
CV: When the fire was-  
KH: -when the fire was on her property line and, and she know. I mean, the neighbors came and got her, 
you know? And then the story-  
JS:  Wow, wow. 
KH: When she took us outside to show us the burns and, you know all the stuff that, it started opening 
up and umm- but again, in the house when we asked her about it, she was just like, “It was terrifying.”  
JS: I’m sure. 
KH: And that was it. There was nothing else. She didn’t- 
JS: She just shut down. 
KH: Yeah, she just didn’t really, umm- but then once we got outside and looked around and, and you 
know she started pointing out different things, it really came out.  
JS: Well, knowing how you’re looking for stories-  
KH: Mm hmm 
JS: -I would strongly recommend Frank Rivers (?). He will talk your ear off with stories.  
KH: Right. 
JS: And you can, you got his name earlier- 
KH: Yes. 
JS: You know the fifth generation being here- You know, he’s- he’s going to, he’s going to really go after 
the park service- 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: -and the agencies and so forth. So he’s, he’s got that strong, advocate depth for property rights.  
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: And, you know, I think that’s important for you to hear- 
KH: It is. 
JS: -though I’m sure you’ve heard some of it already but, he’ll tell you some great stories. Umm, Wade 
Peck (?) is our rancher. Umm, he’s, he’s got quite a few but umm, I don’t know, up in Santabar Base, 
there’s this guy named Dan McDonald. And I, I met Dan but I don’t know him well. 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: But he goes back multiple generations, and I bet that he could really give you a good earful of stuff 
that you would appreciate.  
KH: Yeah, and see that’s the thing. Umm, we can’t find those things out without finding umm,- 
JS: Sure! 
KH: -without talking to somebody who- 
JS: Yeah. 
KH: -knows the area- 
JS: Right. 
KH: and recommends- 
JS: Uhh huh. 
CV: It’s called (?) Snowball Surveys- 
KH: Yes it is! 
JS: (laughing) 
KH: There we go.  
JS: See there, Charlie I don’t think I commented on that but, what you’re saying is so cool that, you 
know, you have your choice of going out site seeing or you have your choice of talking with somebody.  
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: And I, I totally know what you mean. 
CV: Yeah.  
JS: And, umm, it’s like you know what- what can you pull out of a relationship? Just not for your own 
benefit, but it actually benefits the other person by helping them to articulate and umm, recording it for 
prosperity-  
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: -for one, and umm, you know I, I think there’s a lot of instances it could go both ways. 
KH: Mm hmm. Well, I also think to, umm, having people - like you mentioned- articulate it. A lot of times 
that have not even- they’ve maybe never even reflected on parts of the story or wondered how it, umm 
impacts them or affects them until you ask them the question, and it causes them to- 
JS: Yeah. 
KH: - to think about, “Wow, you know, I really am biased about this.” (laughing). It’s very interesting to 
see that come out in conversation.  
JS: Well, I’ll witness to that. I mean, we’ve- we’ve hit on balancing the ecosystem so many times. 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: And, you know, I had -just out hiking this season- started formulating some thoughts. But, I had never 
really spoken with anybody at length about it- 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: So I- This, this was very valuable to me.  
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: You know, as I mentioned when we were still driving back, Kristen, is that, you know, you made a 
comment and all of a sudden I realized that gosh- You, you have to pull together such a large committee 
to really be able to understand and fathom this- to come up with a viable- a solution that’s potentially 
viable- 
KH: Yes. 
JS: So you know, I, I’ve benefitted a lot from talking with you as well.  
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: I hope you realize-  
KS: (laughing) 
JS: -it’s not one-sided.  
KH: Yeah, that’s great! 
JS: You now I, I think it’s, it’s valuable for you to understand that you know, you, you give values in, 
others in drawing these things out and asking these questions. 
KH: Mm hmm. 
CV: You know what this area would be perfect for? 
KH: What? 
JS: Journey- the Journey Lake assignment.  
KH: Oh, it would. 
CV: Because you remember we were telling you about the- 
JS: Yeah! 
CV: -journey lake assignment? 
JS: Yeah! We’re happy to do that next year! We’d love to do that! 
CV: Like, if we could just drive some students up- If we could just drive the students up and just drop 
them. Because at Jenny (?) Lake, at Jenny Lake- but ultimately it’s, it’s, it’s- you can’t do it, at all. And, 
you know, it’s the same thing with stewardship issues. If we come out here, talk to people like, like the 
people we’re interviewing-  
JS: Mm hmm. 
CV: And they’ll, they tell us, you know, whatever we want to know. And, there’s just no way. I mean, 
even if you wrote down what you wanted to say, and I read it in an article or a book or whatever, you- I 
don’t get your facial expressions. I don’t get your voice- 
JS: Right. 
CV: -your tone in your voice- 
JS: Right. 
CV: So like, you- So like, you could say like, “The wolves (?) were good”, but, or, or, but, it, it’s like one of 
those deals were you can say, I- I don’t know. It’s just you can say something and mean something 
completely different in a book. 
JS: Yeah. Yeah. 
CV: And when you can actually be with a person and watch- listen to them talk and watch them talk, you 
know, it’s a completely different experience.  
JS: Totally. And you know just, just to, umm, piggyback on that, at- at one point during our conversation 
I, I was talking about values and, you know, kind of liberalism and conservatism, you know. And, I felt 
like you understand- misunderstood me, Charlie. 
CV: Yeah. 
JS: You asked a question and I got to clarify that. 
CV: Yeah. 
JS: And I mean, that would be totally lost- 
KH: Yeah. 
JS: -if there was just something in writing. 
KH: Mm hmm. 
CV: Exactly. 
JS: So, and yeah, I’m not pointing a finger at you at all, but, you know- it just emphasizes the, the 
importance of being able to clarify through back and forth conversation- 
CV: Mm hmm. 
JS: -rather than just putting something in writing and then. I think you’re meant a- You know, in today’s 
world, there’s, there’s so much text- 
KH: (laughing) 
JS: (disruption) so quickly- 
KH: Mm hmm. 
JS: -and you say, “Oh, the author’s saying this-“, and then you skip over so many paragraphs  
KH: (laughing) 
JS: You could be pretty far off base. 
KH: Right. 
CV: And people (disruption) 
JS: But that doesn’t happen in a conversation you’re engaged in. 
KH: Mm hmm. 
CV: And people’s feelings get hurt when, you know, and- when, you know, people’s feelings can 
potentially get hurt when, you know, there was no ill-will in something- 
JS: Sure! 
CV: -you’ve said. It’s just the fact that, you know, you typed it and they don’t know what you’re saying. 0 
I’m going to get out and take a picture real quick. 
JS: Well, I’m delighted that you see this place as so photogenic!  
KS: Oh, it’s fabulous. I can stay out here forever- (background noises).  
